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Majura Primary School acknowledges the Ngunnawal people who are the traditional owners and custodians of this land 

D a t e s  t o  R e m e m b e r  

Monday 20 August 
School Photos K-6 
Year 5 Combined Band 

Tuesday 21 August  Watson Preschool Book Week dress up 

Friday 24 August 
Watson Preschool Book Week dress up 
Kindergarten excursion to Questacon 

Tuesday 28 August  Year 2 excursion to Hall school museum— Barbaloots and Tweetle Beetles 

Wednesday 29 August Kindergarten Health Checks 

Thursday 30 August 
Kindergarten Health Checks 
North Gungahlin athletics  @ AIS 
Year 1 excursion to the National Museum of Australia 

Friday 31 August   Majura Primary Book Week Dress up Day  

 
Dear parents and carers 
 
It has been nice to have had a few days of more pleasant weather, as we draw towards the end of winter.  
 
On Saturday  the 4th a small, but very hardworking, band of volunteers turned out for a working bee in the kitchen garden, 
doing an amazing amount of pruning and cleaning up, thank you so much for your efforts, the garden is now in great shape 
for the spring planting season. The working bee was followed by a Winter Warmer event, also very successful by all accounts 
 
The P&C is now working towards the Spring Carnival, to be held on Saturday September 22nd, if you have any  
capacity to help out please do get in contact through majuraparentsandcitizens@gmail.com or their facebook page. 
 
2019 School Satisfaction Surveys 
Information was emailed yesterday inviting parents to participate in the school satisfaction survey for this year. While the 
survey system is different this year, the survey itself has not been changed. We do encourage you to participate in the  
survey. While it may not seem that a survey response generates immediate action, we do take the issues that arise seriously, 
and the results are used to guide development of the school’s Annual Action Plan. Students in years 5 and 6 and staff also 
have the opportunity to contribute to the survey. 

Supporting Learning at home 
At times parents ask questions about homework, and there is no doubt that  children learn best when school and home work  
together. However, this does not need to be formal ‘homework’. Great examples of this  
partnership at Majura can be seen each morning with parents involved in the reading groups and participating in  
kitchen/garden lessons. 
 
There is much debate about the value of homework in primary school, and homework tends to have both  
vehement supporters and vocal opponents. Most research seems to agree that the benefit of homework in  
primary school, particularly in the younger years, is questionable, but that as students’ progress to through high school there 
can be benefits for learning.  

mailto:majuraparentsandcitizens@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MajuraPrimaryPC/


Teachers do set homework as appropriate, and encourage and expect children to complete it. However, each family situation 
is different; many children are involved in a range of after school events, and have many calls on their time. If homework 
becomes a battleground at home it is probably time to rethink where homework fits in family priorities. It may be quite  
legitimate for other activities to be prioritised.  

Homework has traditionally been intended to help consolidation of class work, rather than the introduction or extension of 
new concepts. However, the use of the flipped classroom approach, particularly in some high school settings, challenges this 
approach to homework. In a flipped classroom new content is delivered online outside the classroom, potentially allowing 
the teacher to use class time to better personalise activities for individual learners. Just think how many of us go to youtube 
now if we want to learn how to do something, and sites like khanacademy.org aim to provide video tutorials across many 
subjects from kindergarten up free. 

Whatever you may think of homework, please do not underestimate the importance of simply reading with your child.  With 
younger children you can read to them, and as they get older read with them or listen to them.  
Reading at home with the family can make a significant difference to child’s reading development. But remember that  
reading should not become a chore in which children stumble over too many difficult words.  Reading at home is about  
practicing the skills, but also discussing the book with others. Reading is really about communication, and for children to have 
the opportunity to discuss what they are reading with literate adults greatly develops their comprehension, and builds their 
vocabulary and general knowledge.  The importance of this to educational development cannot be overstated. 

The five finger test is a quick way to check the suitability of a book for a younger child. To do this one has the child start  
reading a page from a proposed book, and you hold up a finger each time the child comes to a word they don’t know.  If you 
have all five fingers up before the end of the page that book is probably too difficult at that time.  If you have two or three 
fingers up the book probably has about the right level of challenge for good  
reading development.  

Regards, 
Daniel Zobel 

https://www.khanacademy.org/


Puzzle pieces that we completed in 

groups to form a map of Australia. 

Collage flags as part of the ‘We Come     

From a Land Down Under’ Inquiry unit. 

Exploring angles,           

symmetry               

and fractions                      

in maths. 

Drawings of Australian animals that                

we have done by following instructions.  

Each week we all join in and learn new dances in the hall.  

Year 3 Spotlight on Learning 
Year 3 students have been busy! Our days are filled with many different 

tasks and we would like to share some of our learning with you.   

 

 



BOOK WEEK DRESS UP BOOK WEEK DRESS UP BOOK WEEK DRESS UP 

DAYDAYDAY 

Come dressed as your  

favourite Book character on 

    Friday 31 August  

 

Majura P&C Tomato Plant Sale 2018 
 

 
 

 
We are pleased to announce that the Tomato Plant Sale, which has been such a success in  
previous years, is back again for the 2018 growing season. The plants will once again, be sown, 
potted up and lovingly looked after in the Majura School Garden. We will be selling some of the 
old favourites from last year but as always we will have some new tomato varieties as well as 
basil, cucumbers & sunflowers. 

We are now accepting Tomato Plant Sale order forms! 

Order forms were sent home with your child last week but they are also available at the front 
office. The order form with money will need to be returned by Friday 24th August to the  
Kitchen/Garden mailbox opposite the front office. Please note that we cannot accept late  
orders so don’t miss out and make sure you get your orders in. 

Please note that whilst we will make every effort to fulfil your order we may have to substitute 
orders with similar plants if germination rates are lower than expected. 

We will keep you updated as to the progress of the plants but we expect to be able to deliver 
your order around the first or second week of November. 

Thank you for your support, 

Majura P&C 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi_j7_03_LcAhWQZt4KHYbQDxwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpersar%2Fkids-dress-ups%2F&psig=AOvVaw2MW3FdZ7eJOe-ydfwIQdoF&ust=1534549327439387


Waste Free Wednesdays 
 

Remember Waste Free Wednesdays  
are every Wednesday 

 

Our Waste Free Wednesday initiative has seen a  
significant overall reduction in the amount of soft  
plastics and other waste in the lunchboxes on 
Wednesdays. However, only about a third of the  
classes have continued to reduce the amount of waste 
over time, with another third generating about the 
same amount of waste each week and the  
remaining third increasing  the amount of waste over 
time.  
 

We are still collecting a significant amount of soft  
plastics from lunchboxes on other days of the week 
which is then taken to the soft plastics recycling bins at 
either Coles or Woolworths. We are asking you to help 
in this recycling effort by collecting a bag or two from 
outside the butterfly gate near the bike shed and take 
it to one of these supermarkets for  
recycling. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Our aim is for all classes to produce zero  
waste every day.  

 

Come on Majura, we can do it! 

Can you take a bag to Coles or  

Woolworths to be recycled? 



The 2018 School Satisfaction Surveys  
will be conducted over the next few weeks 

Parents and carers, school staff and students (in years 5 and 6) will be asked 
to participate in these important surveys. The survey results will contribute 
to school research and improvement processes. 

Although the survey is voluntary, we hope you will want to participate. It 
won’t take much of your time and it will help us improve our school for your 

child and future students. An email about the parent and carer survey will be sent to you next week. 

 The key ACT results from the 2017 School Satisfaction Surveys have been published on the Education 
Directorate website (www.det.act.gov.au) and a summary of our school results is provided in our 2017 
School Board Report. 

LIGHT RAIL TESTING UPDATE 

Testing of the light rail vehicles (LRV) is progressing to daytime off-peak hours. This is an important update and it would be 
helpful if you could share it with your students, families, teachers and staff. Thanks for your support! 
 
Light Rail Closer to Operations with Daytime Testing 

Testing of the light rail vehicles (LRVs) commenced in June between Gungahlin Place and Nullarbor Avenue. Thus far testing 
has been undertaken at night to allow construction activities to be completed during the day. All elements of the light rail 
infrastructure and system are being tested including the LRVs, the track, signaling and passenger information systems.  

As construction of the light rail in the Gungahlin area is nearing completion, the testing program will expand to include  
daytime activities commencing the week of 13 August.  Daytime testing will also include practical driver training for light rail 
drivers as they prepare for the operational readiness and commencement of services. 

Daytime testing is an exciting milestone with many more opportunities to see LRVs moving up and down the light rail system! 
At the same time, it is important for everyone in the community to be mindful of electronic traffic signage, the presence of 
traffic management personnel and moving LRVs at intersections and crossings. 

 What to expect? 
Daytime testing will initially take place between Gungahlin Place and Nullarbor Avenue, and between the off-peak 
hours of 9:30am and 3:00pm. 

 A minimum of two (2) LRVs will be on the tracks testing during the day. 

 “T Lights” will regulate LRV movements at intersections. During testing, these will be operational, controlling traffic  
movements along Flemington Road intersections with Hinder Street, Kate Crace Street and Manning Clark Crescent. 

-      Testing activities will continue at night, as well as during the day. 
-     From mid-September onwards, more LRVs will be testing on the tracks and the testing area will be extended from       
       Gungahlin to Mitchell. 

Stay safe! 

        Pay attention and stay alert at all times around light rail - LRVs can move quickly and quietly. Earphones and other  
          distractions like reading and texting can put you at risk.  

        Drivers must not queue across the tracks at intersections. Wait until the path ahead is clear before driving across the 
tracks. 

        It is prohibited to drive, walk or cycle along tracks.  

        Always obey traffic lights and road signs. Road rules have not changed and if everyone follows the rules, we all stay 
safe!  

        Never attempt to access the light rail corridor during the construction and testing period. While light rail stops may look 
complete, the project is still a construction zone.  

        in the event of an emergency, dial 100. 

http://www.det.act.gov.au
http://canberra-metro.com.au/news/light-rail-closer-operations-daytime-testing-1
http://canberra-metro.com.au/safety









