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  A message from the Principal 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

It’s been a big week for school-related activity; we’ve had the School Board meeting, Wakakirri, P&C meet-

ing and tonight, the much looked-forward to Trivia Night. Thank you to all the staff and parents who have 

contributed so much this week. We all lead busy lives but when you are involved in your school, whether as 

a work-place or as your child’s place of learning, the children ultimately benefit.  

 

The school is always looking for volunteers to assist in a myriad of activity, so if you have some time and an 

inclination to be involved in any way, please make contact with your child’s teacher, the executive team, 

the School Board chair Peter Young or the P&C convenor Dan Rowley. I believe there may still be some 

confusion about parents coming onto the school site during the school day. You are absolutely welcome, 

but it needs to be pre-arranged and the school staff must know. For instance, you may assist in the class-

room by listening to children read, you might support teachers in art once a week, you might like to use 

your creative skills by making a classroom display or you might volunteer in the library. Come in through the 

front office where the staff will ask you to sign in, give you a mask and a visitor’s badge, and then you’re 

good to go! 

 

During the week we sent home notification that we had a member of the public approach some students 

on the Watson community oval, which we use during break times. Whilst no one has suggested that the in-

dividual seemed intent on any harm towards the students, we nevertheless approached the situation with a 

high degree of caution. We sought advice from our directorate, informed local policing, and have re-

viewed supervision and duties on the oval. Hopefully we can make contact with the individual and politely 

address our concerns. Thank you to members of the community who offered their perspectives.  

 

Majura’s Wakakirri performance on Wednesday evening was sensational. Their message of the importance 

of looking after our environment and particularly our oceans was topical and timely. The kids really rose to 

the occasion, not just on the stage but throughout the long day which involved lots of waiting while hair, 

make up and costuming were done, while final rehearsals were performed, and other schools were on 

stage. I believe that our students were exemplary not just on performance day but throughout preparation 

for the performance as they showed enthusiasm and dedication to their story dance.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

Liz 



 

• ICAS (writing): 8 August 

• Basket ball—Jamie Pearlman Cup: 9 August 

• ICAS (digital tech): 10 August 

• ICAS (English): 15 August 

• Year 6 CareersXpo: 18 August 

• ICAS (science):  22 August  

• ICAS (spelling):  24 August 

• Book Week Dress Up Day: 24 August 

• Year 6 Band Excursion: 24 August 

• Wear it Purple Day: 26 August 

• ICAS (Maths): 29 August  

• RUOK? Day: 8 September 

• Staff planning day (Pupil Free): 9 September                  

• Year 6 Camp: 13,14,15 September 

• Year 4 Geoscience Excursion: 15 September 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 



MESSAGE FROM SCHOOL PSCHOLOGIST 

 

 

  

Hi, my name is Mimosa Forsyth and I am the new school psychologist at Majura Primary.  

All public schools have access to psychological services through the School Psychology Service. 

School psychologists help students get the most out of school by encouraging participation and 

providing tools to help support learning, and social and emotional problems. SPs work closely with 

the school’s student wellbeing team and teachers, and parents, school staff and the school psy-

chologist work as a team to support the needs of the student.  

The type of service provided by a school psychologist depends on the reason for referral and the 

outcome wanted by engaging with the school psychologist. The support provided by a school psy-

chologist can include: 

Assessment: school psychologists work with school staff, parents/carers and/or the student to 

collect information about the presenting concern. This can include observations, formal 

testing and reviewing other records. A report may be produced after assessment, and 

recommendations for support can be shared with key school staff.  

Short-term Psychological Support and Intervention for students who are presenting with mild 

to moderate mental health concerns: school psychologists work directly with the student 

or the family. This type of support may be provided individually or in a group setting. Rec-

ommendations for how the student can be supported at school can be shared with key 

school staff.  

Consultation: school psychologists provide advice and information to teachers and parents/

carers on ways to support students at school and home. This can include suggesting other 

relevant services and supports, sharing and explaining recommendations made by other 

professionals. 

 

School psychologists are registered psychologists and are bound by the same guidelines, eth-

ics, and legal requirements as any other practicing psychologist. Because of this, we are re-

quired to seek consent from a parent or legal guardian before providing any direct or indirect 

service. 

 

How to get in contact 

If you have any general concerns about the wellbeing, or educational progress of your child, the first 

point of contact is your child’s classroom teacher or executive teacher. If appropriate, the class-

room teacher will facilitate a teacher referral to the school psychologist through the Student Support 

Team. In addition to this, parent referral forms are available from the front office these can be com-

pleted and returned to the school.  

Referrals are then discussed at the next Student Support meeting, and the team including the school 

psychologist will decide the most appropriate action, following this someone from the team will con-

tact you to let you know the outcome of your referral.  

The workload of a school psychologist varies considerably throughout the year, and as such, they 

may redirect you to other professionals depending on several factors including current waitlist 

length, competing workload demands, or reason for referral. 



ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Majura Primary Athletics Carnival  

On Tuesday 26th July, years 2-6 students attended the Athletics Carnival at the AIS. Every student in  
attendance took part in both track and field events (shot put, discus, long jump and sprint races) which 
were supervised and managed by teachers.  
 
The organising teachers had many parent and carer helpers on the day which assisted with the smooth 
running of the event/age group rotations. We would like to say a big thank you to the parents and carers 
who came out to volunteer on the day. Special thanks to Fiona Hedgecoe and Karl Giason for bringing 
and using timing devices for our sprints.  
 
Every year, the highlight of our Athletics Carnival remains the same: seeing every student participate and 
try their best. Well done to our wonderful Majura students who made the day by constantly smiling,  
running their hearts out, cheering for their houses and bringing positive energy to the day.  
 
A big upset this year was the result of the parent/teacher/student relay. In the past this event has always 
seen the teachers taking the win. This year, the parents came out strong. We suspect some secret  
squirrel training may have taken place. Congratulations to Scott Trim, Karl Giason, John Curnow and  
Manie Grobler.  

Special congratulations to our age champions (will be announced at the ribbon assembly in the 
coming weeks). These students have shown outstanding efforts and results across all events on 
the day. Looking forward to seeing how our qualifying students will perform at the Regional Track 
and Field Carnival, taking place on August 25th.  
 
This year saw a change in our athletics carnival with all year 2 students participating irrespective 
of age. Year 2 parents have been informed of the process for representing Majura at regional  
carnivals, and understand that 7 year olds do not qualify. However, we will be celebrating these 
students' achievements during our ribbon assembly. We have created a category for 7 year old 
ribbons for all track events, but will continue to combine the 7 and 8 year olds for field events.  



SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING  

Year 5 

 
 

 

This term’s mathematics focus is on measurement. To start thinking about this topic, we 

held a competition - which team can build the biggest fort? No further instructions were 

given, so students had to decide what constituted “big”. Was it the tallest we were looking 

for, or the widest, or something else?  

 

Each team had an equal number of tables and chairs to work with so decisions had to be 

made and compromises reached. In the end, the forts were measured using some  

informal units, such as shoes or hand widths. 

 

So who won? Everyone, or no-one, depending on your perspective! One fort was much 

taller and the other much longer.  

 

We are looking forward to more measurement challenges as the term progresses.  

 

The Year 5 Team 
 

 



WAKAKIRRI & PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS 

On Wednesday a very excitable group of year 5 and 6 students performed their 

Wakakirri piece, titled “Together We Can Make a Difference”, at the Canberra  

Theatre. After months of preparation they took to the stage, reminding the  

audience that our actions impact the environment. We want to congratulate them 

on a brilliant and polished performance that had the Wakakirri panel singing their 

praises. We are proud of the hard work and dedication they showed, giving up 

lunch times for rehearsals all year. Thank you to the community members who were 

able to make it along and support them last night and to families who supported 

their children to participate. Bring on 2023 Wakakirri.  

Congratulations to the Principal’s Award winners in week 2 

Backstage Wakakirri 2022 



SCHOOL SATISFACTION & CLIMATE 
SURVEY 

 

2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

 
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in 
Years 4 to 12 about their experience of public education. The 2022 School Satisfaction & 
Climate Survey will be available online from 19 August to 9 September. The survey results 
will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our 
school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 

 
For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will  
receive: 

• An email about the parent survey, including a link to access the survey.; and 

• A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy 
provision for the data 

 
If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not 
there, contact the school and you will be provided a survey link. If you do not have an email 
listed with the school, please contact the admin team.  

 
The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, 
Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish, Telugu, French and 
Italian. Respondents can select their preferred language when they start the survey.  
A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also available in the following 
5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at the Front 
Office. 

 
For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many 
parents and carers, staff and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is 
important, and we hope you will take part. 

 
For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-
satisfaction-and-climate-survey 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey


WELLBEING 

Kids Help Line – A Wellbeing focus for our students and parents 

 

In this time of ongoing uncertainty, it can be helpful to know that there are terrific resources available at 

our fingertips. And the Kids Help Line is one such resource – for both parents and students alike. 

If your family is experiencing some challenges for any number of reasons, please have a look at the Kids 

Help Line website for some tips/suggestions as to how you can potentially make the experience easier 

for yourself or your children. 

Topics the Kids Help Line provides advice on include helping kids through COVID 19,  coping with family 

stress and building healthy family relationships. 

More information can be found at: https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents


WELLBEING 

 

Talking helps! We’re here for your kids. 
No problem is too big or too small. 

We're here 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

 



BIRDLIFE AUSTRALIA 

Gang Gang Habitat Established  

to coincide with National Tree Day  

In Semester 1 Year 2 students were involved in a Birdlife Australia program together with schools across 

the ACT, NSW south coast, Blue Mountains and East Gippsland to establish Gang Gang bird habitats and 

thereby promote the continuation of this species. (The Gang Gang species was classified as endangered 

earlier in the year here in the ACT.) 

Year 2 students undertook this program as part of their science learning about the way living things 

change as they grow, and the Year 2 cohort certainly did become experts in the field of ‘Gang Gangs’. 

Last Thursday and coinciding with ‘National Tree Day’ the next day, students were involved in planting 16 

native trees provided by Birdlife Australia behind our Naturescapes area to encourage the Gang Gangs 

to frequent and use our playground spaces.  We eagerly await to see when this happens! We look for-

ward to members of Year 5 creating some signage for our new natural space about the Gang Gangs. 

A big thank you to our Year 2 students and teachers for their enthusiasm and commitment to seeing this 

job completed, to Will our amazing BSO who erected fencing to protect our trees and to Philippa our 

Garden Specialist for allowing us to use so much of the school garden’s equipment. 



BIRDLIFE AUSTRALIA 

 

Year 2 Reflections of their Gang Gang Learning Experience 

After working on the topic of Gang Gangs for the past semester, the Year 2 cohort were asked to 

reflect on their learning: 

In response to the following two questions, here is what some of year 2 students wanted to share: 

1. What have I learned about the Gang Gangs from this project? 

 

They eat leaves and gumnuts, and they live in the mountains and hollow trees. (Dominique) 

They are endangered and they are my favourite Australian bird. (Patrick) 

They can be grey (if female) or red (if male). (Cruz) 

Gang Gangs have share beaks to get inside of nuts to eat. (Annija) 

Their habitat is decreasing. (Uzay) 

 

 

2. Why should we protect the Gang Gang species? 

Because they are here, and we don’t want them to become extinct. (David) 

We should save them because they lost their habitat in the summer (2020) bushfires. (Jayda) 

Because they are important to the environment and nature. (Sammy) 

Because we can’t afford to lose them. (Annija)  

Lots of their habitat is getting destroyed and lots of people love them. (Piper) 



ORIENTEERING 

  

 

    

  

SC-ORE Orienteering   

2022 Term 4   

A before school body and brain work out.  

4-week Challenge for Primary School aged children  

Teams 2 girls and 2 boys  
Thursday 20 October        St Monica’s Primary (Evatt)  

Thursday 27 October        Maribyrnong Primary (Kaleen)  

Thursday 3 November      Macquarie Primary (Macquarie)  

Thursday 10 November    Majura Primary (Watson)  

  

SC-ORE online registration   

For more information visit http://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/   

Or email schools@act.orienteering.asn.au   

  

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=47638
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=47638
http://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/
http://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/


CANTEEN NEWS  

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

RESPECT, EXCELLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY 

      admin@majuraps.act.ecu.au 

Open Wednesdays to Fridays.   

Lunch orders should be ordered via  

FLEXISCHOOLS  

 

Along with our online lunch orders, we’ll be open for over the counter sales at 

recess/lunch. We will be selling food starting from 80cents to $3.30 

Some of the great things available are ice creams, canteen made slices/

cookies, drinks, warm milo lots more.  

Flexischools link is also available on the school’s website 

The uniform shop is open 8:30-9:30am  

every Wednesday 

New and second hand uniforms available 

EFTPOS payment and online orders only 

https://jurapandc.square.site/s/order 

 

If you have any donations of second hand uniforms  

please ask your child to take it to the front office or bring in straight to us 

at the uniform shop on Wednesdays.  

 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/
https://majurapandc.square.site/s/order

